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David Hummels received his Ph.D. in Economics from 
the University of Michigan in 1995. He is an Associate 
Professor of Economics in the Purdue University 
Krannert School of Management, and a Faculty 
Research Fellow of the National Bureau of Economic 
Research.  
Hummels’ research focuses on empirical investigations 
in international trade, with a special focus on models of 
product differentiation in trade and the effects of 
transportation and infrastructure on trade and economic 
development. His most recent work focuses on the 
effect of disruptions to international commerce, such as 
those caused by the 9/11 attacks, and the west coast 
port lockout.  
Hummels has worked as a consultant to the 
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the Inter-
American Development Bank, and the Public Policy 
Institute of California. Previously he has been an 
Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of 
Chicago’s Graduate School of Business and a Visiting 
Scholar at the International Monetary Fund and the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. 
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